IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend Claims 1 to 28 as follows. The claims, as pending in the 



subject application, read as follows: 



1 A (Currently Amended) A method of combining digital image meta-data 
by augmenting meb-data associated with a digital image, wherein the meta-data comprises 
at least one meta-data element, the method comprising: 

storing adding a self-describing attribute tags with one or more tag to each 
meta-data elem e nts element wherein each such attribute tag added to a meta-data element 
describing th e describes an fetion to be taken with this performed on the meta-data 
element, and a similarly identified meta-data element from a second digital-imag e when 
another digital image, in a case Afhere the two images are combined. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the self 
describing attribute tag s includ e is a ta\ which indicates that the action to be performed is 
that the meta-data elements in question should be discarded when in a case where the two 
images are combined. 




3. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the self 
describing attribute tag s include is a tag which indicates that the action to be performed is 
that the meta-data elements in question should both\?e kept when in a case where the two 
images are combined. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 ? wherein the self 
describing attribute tek s includ e is a tag which indicates that the action to be performed is 
that the meta-data elements in question should be kept as a single element when th e ir in a 
case where values of tha meta-data elements are the same, else and discardedrwhen in a 
case where the two imagete are combined. 

5. (Currently )kmended) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein in the 
event a-said the image has assofldated therewith a said meta-data element having no self 
describing attribute tag, then the method further comprises the step of: 

supplying a default stelf describing attribute tag to said the meta-data 
element which has no self describing attribute tag. 



6. (Currently Amended) k method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
default attribute tag includ e s is a tag whic A indicates that the action to be performed is that 
the meta-data elements in question should bfc kept as a single element , when their in a case 
where values of the meta-data elements are th^ same, else and discardedrwhen in a case 
where the images are combined. 



7. (Currently Amended) A methocftof updating meta-data u f an digital 
image by augmenting meta-data associated with a digital image, wherein the meta-data 
comprises at least one meta-data element the method comprising : 

storing adding a self describing attribute fag s with one oi inuic to each 
meta-data elements element , wherein each such attribute tag added to a meta-data element 



describes an describing the action to be taken with this performed on the meta-data element 
when in a case wherd the digital image is transformed. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the self 
describing attribute tag s in&lude is a tag which indicates that the action to be performed is 

at the meta-data elements ii$j question should be discarded when in a case where the 
imjage is transformed. 

C\ ' 

9. (Currently Amendfed) A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the self 
describing attribute tag s includ e is a tag, which indicates that the action to be performed is 
that the meta-data elements in question sftpuld be kept wh e n in a case where the image is 
transformed. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in clam 8, wherein in the 
event said the image has associated therewith a sarij meta-data element having no attribute 
tag, then the method further comprises the step of: 

supplying a default attribute tag to said\he meta-data element which has no 

attribute tag . 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of combining meta-data associated 
with a plurality of images, wherein one or more of said plurality of the images each have 
associated therewith meta-data comprising at least one meta-data element each having at 
least on e associated therewith an attribute tag which describes aA a corresponding action to 
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be taken With said performed on the meta-data element when said p lurality of in a case 
where the inrages are combined, the method comprising the steps of: 

reading said at l e ast on e the attribute tag of each meta-data element to 
identify said the corresponding action; and 

combming the similar meta-data elements of the plurality of associated with 
the images in accordance with said the identified action for those meta-data elements . 

12. (CurrentlV Amended) A method as claimed in claim 10, wherein the-at 
least one attribute tag includ e s a tag which indicates that the action to be performed is 
that the meta-data elements in question should be discarded when in a case where the 
images are combined. \ 

13. (Currently Amended) \A method as claimed in claim 10, wherein the at 
least one attribute tag includ e s is a tag which indicates that the action to be performed is 
that the meta-data elements in question shoulateoth be kept when in a case where the 
images are combined. \ 

14. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 10, wherein the at 
least one attribute tags includ e s is a tag which indicatesythat the action to be performed is 
that the meta-data elements in question should be kept asV single element when their in a 
case where values of the meta-data elements are the same, ctee and discardedrwhcn in a 
case where the images are combined. \ 
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1 5. \ (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 10, wherein in the 
event a sa i d an image has associated therewith a said meta-data element having no attribute 
tag, then the methodWther comprises the step of: 

supplying a default attribute tag to said the meta-data element which has no 

attribute tag. 

16. (Current^ Amended) A method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the 
default attribute tag includ e s h a tag which indicates that the action to be performed is that 
the meta-data elements in question should be kept as a single element when th e ir in a case 
where values of the meta-data elements are the same, else and discarded, when in a case 
where the images are combined. 



17. (Currently Amended) A method of updating meta-data associated with 
transforming an a digital image, wherein said the image has associated therewith meta-data 
comprising at least one meta-data elemem each having at least on e associated therewith an 
attribute tag which describes an a corresponding action to be taken with performed on said 
the meta-data element when said in a case wH^re the image is transformed, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

reading said at least one the attrib^e tag of each meta-data element to 
identify said the corresponding action; and 

updating the at least on e each meta-data element of the image in accordance 
with said the identified action for that meta-data element. 
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18. YCurrently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the at 
least on e attribute ta& includcs is a tag which indicates that the action to be performed is 
that the meta-data elements in question should be discarded when in a case where the 
image is transformed. 




19. (CurrentlV Amended) A method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the at 
least on e attribute tag includes Xg a tag which indicates that the action to be performed is 
that the meta-data element in quefetion should be kept when in a case where the image is 
transformed. 

20. (Currently AmendedX A method as claimed in claim 17, wherein in the 
event said the image has associated therewtth a said meta-data element having no attribute 
tag, then the method further comprises the step of: 

supplying a default attribute tag\o said the meta-data element which has no 

attribute tag . 



21. (Currently Amended) Anapparatus for combining digital image 
meta-data by augmenting meta-data associated with a digital image, wherein the meta-data 
comprises at least one meta-data element, the apparatus coftiprising: 

means for adding a storing self-describing attribute tag s with one, or more 
to each meta-data elements element , wherein each stteh attribifte tag added to a meta-data 
element describing th e describes an action to be taken with this performed on the meta-data 
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element and a similarly identified meta-data element from a second digital-imag e wh e n 
another digital image in a case where the two images are combined. 

22v (Currently Amended) An apparatus for updating mcta-data of an digital 
imag e by augmenting meta-data associated with a digital image, wherein the meta-data 
comprises at least one meta-data element, the apparatus comprising: 

means for adding a storing self describing attribute tag s with one or moi e to 
each meta-data elements element , wherein each sttch attribute tag added to a meta-data 
element describes an dcscribingdi e action to be taken with this performed on the meta-data 
element wh e n in a case where the qigital image is transformed. 

23. (Currently Amended^ An apparatus for combining meta-data associated 
with a plurality of images, wherein one orVorc of said plurality of the images each have 
associated therewith meta-data comprising akleast one meta-data element each having at 
least one associated therewith an attribute tag mich describes an a corresponding action to 
be taken with said performed on the meta-data element when said p lurality of in a case 
where the images are combined, the apparatus comprising: 

means for reading said at least on e the attribute tag of each meta-data 
element to identify said the corresponding action; and \ 

means for combining the similar meta-datAelements of the plurality of 
associated with the images in accordance with said the identified action for those meta-data 
elements. \ 
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24. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for updating meta-data associated 
with a digital transforming an image, wherein said the image has associated therewith 
meta-data comprising arleast one meta-data element each having at least on e associated 
therewith an attribute tag which describes an a corresponding action to be taken with said 
performed on the meta-data eFtement wh e n said in a case where the image is transformed, 
the apparatus comprising: \ 

means for reading said at least one the attribute tag of each meta-data 
element to identify said the corresponding action; and 

means for updating the attleast on e each meta-data element of the image in 
accordance with said the identified action for that meta-data element . 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable Computer r e adabl e 
medium including a computer program for combining digital image meta-data by 
augmenting meta-data associated with a digital ima&e, wherein the meta-data comprises at 
least one meta-data element, the computer program comprising: 

code for adding a storing self-describing\attribute tag s with one or mor e to 
each meta-data elements element , wherein each stteh attribute tag added to a meta-data 
element describes an desc r ibing th e action to be taken witA this performed on the meta-data 
element and a similarly identified meta-data element from aWcond digital-image when 
another digital image in a case where the two images are combined. 

26. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable Qomputcr readable 
medium including a computer program for updating metadata of aA digital image by 
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augmenting meta-data associated with a digital image, wherein the meta-data comprises at 
least one me^i-data element, the computer program comprising: 

ode for adding a storing self describing attribute tag s with one or mor e to 
each meta-data e lem e nts element , wherein each such attribute tag added to a meta-data 
element describes ark describing th e action to be taken with this performed on the meta-data 
element when in a case^where the digital image is transformed. 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable Computer r e adabl e 
medium including a computer program for combining meta-data associated with a plurality 
of images, wherein one or more of said plurality of the images each have associated 
therewith meta-data comprising at least one meta-data element each having at least one 
associated therewith an attribute tag which describes an a corresponding action to be taken 
with said performed on the meta-data elemeVt when said plurality of in a case where 
images are combined, the computer program comprising: 

code for reading said at least one mp attribute tag of each meta-data element 
to identify sard the corresponding action; and 

code for combining the similar meta-daW elements of the plurality of 
associated with the images in accordance with said the ia^ntified action for those meta-data 
elements. 



28. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable Computer readabl e 
medium including a computer program for updating meta-data associated with a digital 
t r ansforming an image, wherein said the image has associated therewith meta-data 
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comprising at lekst one meta-data element each having at least one associated therewith an 
attribute tag which describes an a corresponding action to be taken with said performed on 
the meta-data element wften said in a case where the image is transformed, the computer 
program comprising: 

code for reading s&d at least on e the attribute tag of each meta-data element 
to identify said the corresponding action; and 

code for updating the at leaston e each meta-data element of the image in 
accordance with said the identified action for tftat meta-data element. 
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